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Economic & Commercial Commission  

Meeting Minutes – October 14, 2019 
 

 

Members Present     Staff  Present 
Jay Walsh      Kimberly Clarke, Community Development 

Christine Obbagy     Kevin Gomulka, Business Retention 

Dino Sanfilippo      Kathy Congreve, Commission Secretary  

Dennis Reidy   

Dave Spedale      Guests Present 

       Rebecca Motley 

Members Not Present    
Paul Spass 

Brian Potter  

Richard Osty 

Chris Shoemaker   

 

 

Chairman Walsh called the October 14, 2019 Economic & Commercial Commission meeting to order at 

6:32 p.m. There was a motion made by Dennis Reidy, seconded by Dino Sanfilippo to approve the 

minutes from the September 9, 2019 ECC meeting; motion carried. A motion was made by Dino 

Sanfilippo, seconded by Christine Obbagy to approve the agenda for tonight’s meeting; motion carried. 

 

Chairman’s Report – Jay didn’t have anything except mentioning that we will be reviewing the Matrix 

for the Grants as per the memo sent out to commissioners.  

 

Rebecca Motley, an applicant for the Economic Development Manager position introduced herself. 

 

New Business/Old Business – 

 

BRE Visits: 

Kevin stated that he contacted sixty-four businesses and that over half of those were contacted about the 

Business Focus Group being held at the end of the month.  

He visited 6 businesses during the month of September and also did 6 site searches for various businesses 

including a BBQ restaurant that is interested in opening in Tinley.  

There were three parties interested in a property at 7305 Duvan Drive that has been vacant for over a year 

and a half. 

A discount furniture liquidator is interested in relocating his Chicago business and is looking at the former 

Aldi property. 

 

OPA Playbook Grants Discussion: 

Possible changes to the Matrix per the memo sent out were up for discussion. Jay suggested that because 

the changes will be for the Village’s fiscal year starting in May of 2020, that we should split some of the 

discussions over multiple meetings. 

 

Kevin recapped some of the proposed changes based on feedback from staff and others, to get an overall 

opinion on them from commissioners: 

 

Bonus Incentive – A 10% bonus incentive to the applicant to incentivize using a licensed Tinley Park 

contractor. This would only apply to landscape grants if it is for a retaining wall or edging stone. For projects 

with multiple contractors, the majority of the contractors or the lead contractor would need to be a licensed 

Tinley Park contractor for the bonus to apply. More discussion is needed on this item, so it has been marked 

in progress for now and will reviewed at a later meeting. 
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Applicant Attendance Requirement – Require the applicant or appointed representative to attend mandatory 

ECC meetings regarding the grant application. All were in favor. 

 

Requirement of Business Plan – It was noted that the majority of applicants are property owners, not 

business owners, so they don’t necessarily have a business plan. Suggestions were made that the 

requirement of them going to Governors’ State or SCORE should apply only to new businesses and should 

be a suggestion rather than a requirement. Another commissioner suggested editing the second paragraph 

to state that the requirement may be waived based on previous business experience. The business plan 

requirements would only apply to retail build-outs. In summary, the chairman stated that the business plan 

requirement should be waived based on previous experience and only apply to retail build-outs. 

 

Timeline for Proposed Completion – A timeline of 3 months (submit drawings/plans), 6 months (obtain 

building permit), and 12 months (completion including final inspections) begins once the Village Board 

approves awarding the applicant the grant(s). All were in favor. 

 

Landscape Grant – Eliminate the landscaping grant to allocate additional funding towards other grants. This 

was tabled for additional discussion in the months to come. 

 

Capping of Grant Funds – Businesses may receive a maximum award of $70,000 per fiscal year. After 

much discussion, it was decided to leave this as is. 

 

Clawbacks – Requires a business owner to repay all or a portion of awarded grant funds in the even a 

business closes or lease the Village of Tinley Park before three years. This was tabled until next month for 

additional discussion. 

 

Staff Report – Kimberly stated that she would like to have a webpage dedicated to grants, showing progress 

reports on projects. South Street picked up their permit on Friday; North Street has been working with Brad 

to get things going. Pete’s Fresh Market purchased the Kmart property and they are working some things 

out with Tinley. 

 

Trustee Report – No Trustees were in attendance. 

 

Comments from the Public – None 

 

There was a motion made by Dennis Reidy and seconded by Christine Obbagy, to adjourn the meeting. 

Vote by voice call. All were in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 7:59 p.m. 


